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The  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Heailth 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1956. 

I'he  Report  is  compiled  on  the  lines  requested  I)y  the  Minster 
in  Circular  19  56  of  11th  December,  1956. 

.Appended  to  this  Report  is  the  Report  of  the  work  carried 
out  in  the  Public  Health  Department  as  requested  and  submitted 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I propose  to  amplify  and  comment  upon  where  necessary 
such  items  as  would  appear  to  me  to  need  such  treatment. 

SECTION  A 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

R.  \\  Brew,  M.B.,  B.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  Time). 

D.  Drakes,  Public  Health  Inspector  (Full  Time). 

F.  C.  Powell,  .Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  (Full  Time) 

\V.  Kerley,  .Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  (Full  Time). 

The  Committees  concerned  with  matters  of  Public  Health 
are;-  Public  Health  Committee. 

Housing  Committee. 

House  Letting  Committee. 

Water  Augmentation  Committee. 
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SECTION  B 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  past  year  has  been  remarkably  free  from  diseases  or 
illness  of  an  infectious  character.  The  notifications  are  down  by 
a large  degree  owing  to  the  absence  of  any  iarge  scale  epidemic 
of  children’s  complaints.  List  of  notifications  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  the  report. 

Poliomyelitis 

Again  we  were  lucky  to  escape  with  no  case  notified  at  all. 

The  Government  scheme  of  Immunization  got  off  to  a rather 
shakey  start  and  was  confined  to  a small  number  of  children. 
Then  owing  to  a fault  in  the  material  used  the  whole  thing  came 
to  a stop  for  a long  while. 

No  General  Practitioner  has  yet  been  supplied  with  material 
to  treat  his  own  patients  at  home,  although  parents  have  been 
asked  to  state  if  they  wish  the  children  to  be  done  this  way. 

Eventually  children  will  be  vaccinated  either  by  their  own 
family  doctor  or  by  a County  Council  Medical  Officer  at  selected 
centres. 

Diphtheria  Immunizaton 

I give  below  the  figures  of  children  in  the  Clutton  District 
who  received  a full  course  or  a reinforcement  dose  of  Immuni- 
zation material  during  the  year: — 

Under  1 yr.  Over  1 yr.  From  2 to  14  Total 

JUNE  ...  76  30  7 113 

DECEMBER  ...  59  18  10  87 

I35  48  Tt  ^ 


In  comparison  with  the  other  Rural  Districts  of  Somerset  in 
this  matter  Glutton  was  as  follows: — 

Reinforcement  Dose  30th  June,  1956.  4th.  31st  Dec.  1956,  5th. 
Primary  Course  „ 7th  „ 10th 

On  31st  December,  1956,  the  number  of  children  up  to  the 
age  of  15,  in  the  Clutton  Rural  District  who  had  completed  the 
course  of  Diphtheria  Immunization  was  2,192. 

I am  sure  that  a much  higher  percentage  of  children  could 
be  protected  if  a little  more  effort  was  made  by  parents  without 
having  to  be  hunted  up  by  a District  Nurse  or  Family  Doctor. 

Diphtheria  Immunization  Material  is  now  supplied  by  the 
County  Council  combined  with  Whooping  Gough  Vaccine,  and, 
if  desired.  Tetanus  Anti-toxin  as  well.  I personally  recommend 
the  use  of  the  Triple  Material. 
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N’accination  against  Smallpox 

During  the  year  only  58  Primary  and  5 Re-vaccinations  were 
completed.  I'his  again  is  a dangerously  low  percentage  of  the 
possibles,  and  is  a grave  threat  to  our  present  comparative  immu- 
nity from  Smallpox. 

The  figures  given  shew  only  too  plainly  that  this  is  unfashionable 
or  unpopular  and  sadly  neglected. 

Note. — Of  256  Births  or  Young  Babies  plus  an  untold  number 
of  unvaccinated  children  over  one  year,  only  58  Primary  Vacci- 
nations were  performed. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

There  was  an  apparent  rise  in  the  prevalence  of  this  com- 
plaint but  the  type  of  case  to  be  notified  has  altered  and  even  very 
mild  cases  of  doubtful  origin  come  under  the  new  heading  and 
have  to  be  notified  to  me. 

Tuberculosis 

Figures  remain  about  the  same.  The  disease  is  far  less 
prevalent  than  it  was  years  ago,  and  the  modern  methods  of 
diagnosis  and  treatment  hold  out  greater  hope  for  those  so  affected, 

SECTION  C 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 
LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  UNDER  PART  III 
CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  MOTHERS 
AND  NURSING  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Is  controlled  by  the  County  Council,  the  work  is  done  through 
the  patient’s  own  Doctor  and  the  District  Nurse.  Ante-natal 
work  is  carried  out  by  them  or  at  ante-natal  clinics  generally 
situated  in  the  local  available  hospitals.  Patients  are  encouraged 
to  report  to  one  or  both  in  the  early  months,  in  order  that  these 
preliminary  examinations  can  be  executed  and  conducted  at 
regular  intervals. 

Patients  can  have  their  babies  either  at  home  or  in  a hospital, 
in  the  fonner  case  being  attended  by  their  own  nurse  and  doctor. 

They  remain  under  their  care  for  six  weeks,  or  more  if  needed. 

In  many  areas  there  are  Welfare  Clinics  to  continue  the 
health  supervision  of  the  child  until  it  is  five  years  of  age  and 
starts  school.  In  addition,  the  mother  and  child  are  visited  at 
intervals  by  their  District  Nurse  who  can  summon  the  Doctor 
when  nee(^ed. 

The  scheme  works  extremely  well  and  there  has  been  no  need 
for  modifications  since  its  inception  in  1948. 
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HEALTH  VISITING  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council 
and  is  done  by  Nurses  on  the  County  Staff.  They  appear  to  visit 
all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  cases  of  bad  housing  conditions  with 
or  without  overcrowding.  The  result  is  frequently  a letter  to  your 
M.O.H.  demanding  a Council  House  for  the  householder. 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE — conducted  by  the  District 
Nurses.  No  special  staff  in  this  area. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUfJIZATION  are  carried  out 
by  the  General  Practitioners  under  a scheme  supervised  by  the 
County  Council.  Children  up  to  5 years  of  age  can  be  Immunized 
against  Diptheria  by  their  own  Doctor.  This  involves  2 injections 
at  intervals  of  4 weeks  of  A.P.T.  supplied  by  the  County  Author- 
ity. From  5 to  14  years  whilst  the  child  is  at  school  a further 
bolstering  dose  is  given  by  the  County  School  Medical  Officer  when 
visiting  the  School. 

This  service  has  almost  eliminated  Diptheria  from  the  List  of 
Infectious  Diseases.  I cannot  remember  when  I last  saw  a case 
and  the  figures  for  the  whole  Country  are  a magnificent  testimony 
to  the  efficiency  of  “Preventive  Medicine”. 

VACCINATION  is  available  to  all  persons  of  all  ages  by 
their  own  Doctor  under  a County  Council  Scheme.  Payment  for 
both  services  to  the  Doctor  is  by  the  Somerset  County  Council. 

I regret  to  say  that  in  my  experience  Vaccination  is  not  used 
as  thoroughly  as  it  should  be. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE  including  the  provision  of  free 
transport  for  those  unable  to  travel  by  public  transport.  The 
service  is  excellent  and  a great  boon  to  the  sick  and  injured.  The 
Staffs  are  unfailingly  prompt  and  helpful  and  a special  word  of 
thanks  is  due  to  them  for  the  excellent  work  they  do  and  the  way 
they  do  it. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE.  In  this  District  it  is  run 
by  the  W.V.S.  It  is  of  great  assistance  to  the  sick  and  aged  sick. 
Unfortunately  the  supply  of  Helps  is  not  large;  I wish  it  could  be 
augmented,  for  the  work  they  do  is  badly  needed  and  greatly 
appreciated. 

INSTITUTIONAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  THE 
AGED  SICK.  Although  I do  not  know  of  any  increase  in  the 
number  of  available  beds  in  this  District  or  in  its  near  neighbour, 
I am  bound  to  admit  that  my  personal  experience  in  the  last  year 
has  been  rather  less  troublous,  although  I have  had  too  many 
cases  having  to  wait  too  long  for  admission. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  provision  for  immediate 
admission  of  emergency  cases  coming  under  the  heading  of  Aged 
Sick  as  distinct  from  Chronic  Sick. 
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SECTION  D. 
>VATER  SliPPlA 


The  Suininer  of  1956  was  dry  again,  and  the  adequate  sup- 
plying of  your  District  was  a censtant  worry  to  your  staff.  We 
are  fortunate  to  have  additional  supplies  available  from  the 
Bristol  Waterworks  Company  whose  Chew  Valley  Lake  accum- 
ulates all  its  water  from  our  District.  This  is  doubtless  a boon 
to  many  large  communities  and  has  ensured  that  there  will  be  no 
shortage  for  the  big  City  supplies  or  other  subsidiary  undertakings. 
But  the  question  of  Water  Abstraction  which  is  attracting 
attention  all  over  this  country,  is  cropping  up  in  relation  to  this 
Lake. 

No  longer  does  the  River  Chew  or  its  tributaries  rise  and  fall 
with  an  increased  rainfall.  No  longer  does  it  get  a good  flood  to 
scour  out  its  course  and  expand  its  banks.  Instead  our  River  Chew 
is  rapidly  assuming  true  proportions  of  a little  sluggish  stream. 
No  current,  no  changes  in  colour,  no  muddy  torrents  sweeping 
down  between  its  banks  and  clearing  out  the  accumulated  sew- 
age of  the  summer  months.  For  do  not  forget  that  right  up  to 
the  present  date  our  rivers  in  this  portion  of  the  Glutton  District 
are  our  sewers  and  soon  become  foul  when  not  sufficiently  flushed. 
This  is  one  serious  affect  of  water  abstraction— there  are  others 
but  this  is  the  one  that  may  affect  the  Public  Health. 

The  water  supplied  through  your  mains,  has  been  of  univer- 
sally good  quality  and  is  tested  frequently. 

SECTION  E 
HOUSING 

It  would  appear  that  in  certain  Parishes  almost  enough  new 
houses  have  been  built,  whereas  some  others  are  urgently  in  need 
of  large  numbers.  I would  particularly  specify  Paulton  and 
Stanton  Drew;  in  each  case  the  hold-up  has  not  been  the  fault  of 
the  Local  Authority,  but  that  is  cold  comfort  for  the  inhabitants  in 
urgent  need  of  accommodation. 

During  the  year  the  emphasis  has  been  on  the  need  to  im- 
plement the  Slum  Clearance  Act,  and  with  that  object  certain 
small  areas  have  been  inspected  and  scheduled  for  demolition. 

A great  deal  of  work  has  been  done  by  Mr.  Drakes’  Depart- 
ment along  these  lines,  and  it  is  hoped  to  do  more  in  the  ensuing 
four  or  five  years.  We  still  have  a large  amount  of  derelict  and 
ageing  property  in  the  District  which  will  be  dealt  with  as 
occasion  arises. 

Details  of  the  Housing  work  done  during  the  year  appears  in 
the  report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SECTION  F 
FOOD  POISONING 

No  serious  epidemic  has  occurred. 

SECTION  G 
MILK 

This  has  always  been  largely  a Dairying  District  and  has  and 
still  does  produce  large  quantities  of  good  quality  milk  for  sale  to 
the  public.  Apparently  there  is  now  too  much  of  it  and  the  Milk 
Marketing  Board  are  experiencing  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the 
many  millions  of  gallons  of  surplus  milk.  Nearly  all  milk  sold  at 
retail  now  has  to  be  either  pasteurized  or  sterilized  which  entails 
processing  at  central  plants  with  very  expensive  machinery. 

Other  Industries 

There  are  no  new  ones  in  the  District  but  the  old  ones  con- 
tinue to  find  employment  for  a large  section  of  our  population. 

Unemployment  in  the  District  is  extremely  low. 

SECTION  H 
SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  are  no  new  ones  in  the  District.  Those  licensed  by 
the  Council  in  1954  are  still  functioning.  Unfortunately  from  the 
point  of  view  of  sanitation  their  throughput  has  increased  con- 
siderably, and  with  consequently  increased  efTluents  and  obviously 
the  attendant  nuisances  have  not  grown  less.  Moreover  an 
additional  burden  has  been  placed  upon  the  shoulders  of  your 
Inspection  Staff.  They  are  struggling  to  handle  the  large  quantity 
of  carcases,  and  have  succeeded  in  keeping  up  a really  efficient 
service,  but  they  have  to  sacrifice  a lot  of  their  own  time  and 
leisure  to  keep  up  with  it. 

In  Bishop  Sutton  the  provision  of  a Sewerage  Scheme  for  the 
whole  village  will  be  able  to  incorporate  the  effluent  from  the 
slaughterhouse  and  clear  up  the  nuisance  which  arises  there. 

But  elsewhere  the  problem  still  remains  how  to  efficiently 
deal  with  the  effluent  from  a slaughterhouse.  Apparently  nobody 
knows,  and  we  have  to  do  the  best  we  can  according  to  local 
circumstances. 

SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Area  in  acres:  42,645 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population:  17,340 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Books  5,564 
Rateable  Value  and  sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate:  £149,804 

and  £755  respectively. 


6 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Estimated  population  (Mid-year):- 

17,340. 

Comparability  Factors 

Births: 

1.05 

Deaths: 

0.84 

Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

132 

119 

251 

Illegitimate 

3 

2 

5 

135 

121 

256 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population:  14.76 

(last  year) 

15.13 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

5 

5 

10 

Rate  of  still 

birth  per  1,000  live  births: 

39.84 

(last  year) 

27.47 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

of  age: — 

Legitimate 

5 

— 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

5 

0 

5 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: — 

Legitimate 

4 

— 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

4 

0 

4 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases: — 

Disease  Total  cases  notified 

Measles  19 

Scarlet  Fever  2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  17 

Whooping  Cough  4 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  2 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  Nil 

Food  Poisoning  (Salmonella  group)  2 
Esysipelas  3 


51 


Tuberculosis: 

Respiratory  Form: 
Non-respiratory  Form 


11 

0 

Total  11 
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Deaths  from  all  causes; 

Disease 

Male 

Female 

Total 

I'uberculosis — Respiratory 

— 

1 

1 

r.B.— Others 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Stomach 

2 

3 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung  or  Bronchus  2 

— 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

7 

10 

17 

Leukaemia 

1 

2 

3 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

\'ascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

14 

22 

36 

Coronary  Disease,  angina 

16 

9 

25 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

20 

25 

45 

Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

4 

10 

Pneumonia 

5 

3 

8 

Bronchitis 

6 

7 

13 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

— 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and^  duodenum 

— 

— 

' — 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

2 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

14 

9 

23 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

1 

1 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

.Ml  other  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Gastritis  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

0 

1 

Influenza 

3 

2 

5 

Syphilitic  Disease 

2 

0 

2 

dMtal 

107 

107 

214 

Death  Rate  equals  12.34  per  1.000  population. 


In  conclusion,  may  I point  out  that  in  1956  a great  deal  of 
useful  and  constructive  work  has  been  done  by  your  Public  Health 
Staff,  and  the  Public  Health  Committee,  but  in  1957  and  sub- 
sequent years  a great  deal  remains  to  be  dealt  with.  Particulary 
Mendip  Water  Supply,  Paulton  Sewerage  and  Paulton  Housing, 
Bishop  Sutton  and  Chew  Magna  Sewerage,  and  of  course  the  Slum 
Clearance  Act. 

A careful  perusal  of  Mr.  Drake’s  Report  will  shew  what  a 
great  deal  of  work,  especially  detailed  and  clerical  work,  passes 
through  his  hands  day  by  day  and  month  by  month. 

I would  like  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Drakes  and 
his  Assistants  for  their  kindly  help  to  myself  and  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  carried  out  their  duties  in  the  past  year.  I 
would  like  also  to  say  Thank  you  to  Mr.  Barwick  and  his  Staff 
for  their  unfailing  courtesy  and  attention, 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  V.  BREW,  M.B.,  B.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
For  the  Year  1956 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  fifth  Annual  Report  and 
Summary  of  the  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  area. 

The  work  carried  out  in  the  Health  Department  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1956,  is  detailed  under  the  various 
subject  Headings  which  follow: — 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Council’s  water  supply  undertaking  continued  to  expand 
during  the  year,  the  number  of  domeistic  consumers  incieasing 
by  81,  and  the  meter  consumers  increased  by  43  to  a total  of  1,060. 
Twelve  wells  were  closed  during  the  year  and  four  premises  taken 
off  private  supplies  and  connected  to  the  mains. 

The  length  of  distribution  mains  of  diameters  from  8"  to  2" 
in  the  District  is  now  over  93  miles. 

Mains  extensions  completed  during  the  year  were: — 

3"  diameter  170  yds.  Church  Lane,  Stowey  Sutton. 

1:^"  „ 616  yds.  Stanton  Road,  Chew  Magna. 

l\"  „ 160  yds.  Stowey  Sutton  Housing  Site. 

Total  946  yds. 
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MAINTENANCE  AND  WASTE  DETECTION 


AND  PREVENTION 

Burst  mains  numbered  12  during  the  year  and  120  services 
were  renewed  and  57  meters  changed.  The  whole  of  the  repairs 
and  maintenance,  and  instalation  of  new  connections  was  carried 
out  by  your  direct  labour  staff  of  three,  which  is  provided  with  a 
25  cwt.  van  equipped  as  a travelling  workshop. 


Waste  prevention  and  detection  measures  revealed  a total  of 
707  leaks  due  to  the  following  causes: — 


Underground  wastes 

265 

Ball  valves  leaking 

236 

Taps  leaking 

160 

Burst  pipes 

46 

These  matters  were  reported  to  property  owners  and  tenants 
and  repaired. 

Night  tests  were  also  carried  out  at  regular  intervals  to  as- 
certain the  amount  of  night  consumption  and  control  undue  waste. 

The  quality  of  the  water  supplied  remained  good  and 
chlorination  is  carried  out  of  all  water  before  Distribution. 

Samples  were  taken  as  follows: — 


Raw  Water 

Treated  after  going  into  ! 

Supply. 

Source 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Satis- 

factory. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Mains 

supplies 

13 

8 

— 

— 

28 

— 

2 

— 

Well 

supplies 

6 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Water  supplied  by  the  Council  is  hard,  i.e. 

East  Harptree  Scheme  290  parts  per  million. 

Downside  Scheme  230  parts  per  million. 

The  statistical  information  regarding  the  Council’s  Water 
Ihidertaking  is  as  follows: — 

Population  of  Statutory  Area  17,340 

Population  supplied  into  houses  15,205 

Population  supplied  by  stand-pipes  753 

Potal  population  directly  supplied  15,958 
Population  without  piped  supplies  1,382 


Population  supplied 


Parish 

Pop. 

1956 

into 

houses 

by 

standpipes 

Total 

Cameley 

497 

478 

11 

489 

Chelwood 

135 

128 



128 

Chew  Magna 

1,013  1 

883 



883 

Chew  Stoke 

735  I 

685 



685 

Chilcompton 

738  I 

632 

58 

690 

Clutton 

1,306  1 

1,176 

57 

1,233 

Compton  Martin 

484  i 

356 

6 

362 

East  Harptree 

581  i 

492 



492 

Farmborough 

995  : 

852 

100 

952 

Farrington  Gurney 

698  i 

678 

20 

698 

High  Littleton 

1,101  j 

1,029 

49 

1,078 

Hinton  Blewett 

173  ! 

146 

146 

Litton 

207  I 

138 



138 

Xeinpnett 

196  ! 

146 



146 

Norton  Malreward 

228 

218 

j 

218 

Paulton 

• 3,149 

2,864 

1 183 

3,047 

Publow 

866 

781 

i 

781 

Stanton  Drew 

554 

461 

25 

496 

Ston  Easton 

509 

445 

12 

457 

Stowey- Sutton 

735 

712 

14 

726 

Timsbury 

1,684 

1,436 

208 

1,644 

Ubley 

314 

219 

! 

219 

^Vest  Harptree 

442 

250 

— 

250 

Totals 

17,340  1 

15,205 

753 

15,958 
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AVERAGE  CONSUMPTION  1956 


Water  purchased  from  Downside  Abbey  ...  300,000  g.p.d. 

Water  purchased  from  Norton  Radstock  U.D.G.  30,300  g.p.d. 
Water  purchased  from  Bristol  Waterworks  Go.  182,800  g.p.d. 

Water  obtained  from  Pitt  Farm  & Townsend  Spring  151,000  g.p.d. 

Total  664,100  g.p.d. 


WATER  SUPPLIED 


In  statutory  area — Domestic  Consumers  ...  468,905 

(i.e.  29  galls  per  head  per  day) 
Meter  consumers  ...  ...  188,300  g.p.d. 


Outside  statutory  area — 

Bulk  supply  to  Bathavon  R.D.G. 

Bulk  supply  to  Waldegrave  Estates 

Direct  supply  given 

Axbridge  R.D.G.  area 


5,280  g.p.d. 
1,270  g.p.d. 

345  g.p.d. 


Total  supplied  664,100  g.p.d. 


SOURCES,  PLANT,  ETC. 

Rainfall  from  February/July  was  well  below  average  and  this 
fact  coupled  with  two  previous  dry  years  necessitated  emergency 
arrangements  to  supplement  the  source  of  supply.  The  overland 
mains  from  Widcombe  to  the  Harptree  Reservoir  provided  by  the 
Bristol  Water  Works  Company  ensured  an  adequate  supply  to  the 
whole  of  the  Harptree  supply  area  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
This  emergency  supply  was  in  use  from  20th  July  to  6th 
September,  1956. 

The  bulk  supply  from  the  Downside  Authorities  was  cut  be- 
cause of  shortages  from  the  22nd  May  until  26th  August,  1956. 
The  duration  of  the  cuts  varied  from  8 hours  during  the  night 
until  at  the  worst  period  16  hours  out  of  the  24.  This  resulted 
in  acute  shortages  in  the  Parishes  of  High  Littleton,  Timsbury, 
Farmborough,  Paulton.  The  emergency  connection  to  the  Bath 
Corporation’s  main  at  Marksbury  ensured  an  adequate  supply 
for  the  Parish  of  Farmborough  during  the  emergency  period. 
4his  supply  commenced  on  the  23rd  May  and  continued  until 
30th  September,  1956. 
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The  co-operation  and  the  assistance  of  neighbouring  Under- 
takers sometimes  at  very  short  notice  cannot  he  spoken  of  too 
highly. 

d'he  usual  routine  maintenance  has  been  carried  out  to  the 
Reservoirs,  Pumping  Stations  and  no  serious  breakdown  of  equip- 
ment occurred  during  the  year. 

d'he  rainfall  for  the  year  as  recorded  at  Townsend  Pumping 
Station,  East  Harptree  was  30.79  inches  as  against  34.34  ins.  in 
1955. 


SEWERAGE  & SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  were  under  construction 
for  the  Parish  of  Farmborough  during  the  year.  The  total 
number  of  plants  to  be  maintained  and  serviced  is  now  44  and 
this  work  is  carried  out  by  three  full-time  employees  using  a 
5 cwt.  Ford  Van. 

The  emptying  of  septic  tanks  and  settlement  tanks  on  Council 
owned  plants  is  carried  out  by  Contract.  Private  properties  are 
dealt  with  by  Contra^ctors  engaged  direct  by  householders. 

The  public  conveniences  in  Paulton  have  been  maintained 
in  good  repair. 

A total  of  163  supervisory  inspections  were  made  in  respect 
of  sewage  works,  sewers  and  sanitary  conveniences. 


DRAINAGE 

During  the  year  37  conversions  were  carried  out  to  provide 
water  closets  in  various  Parishes  and  36  Bathrooms  or  improve- 
ments to  water  carriage  drainage  were  provided  to  existing 
properties. 

All  new  drainage  work  is  inspected  and  tested  by  your  staff. 
During  1956  the  number  of  such  lengths  of  drains  tested  was  114. 

Faulty  existing  drains  and  the  resulting  nuisances  take  a lot 
of  time.  During  the  year  the  number  of  such  investigations  was  139. 
In  addition,  35  complaints  regarding  water  courses,  ponds,  etc., 
in  such  state  as  to  be  prejudicial  to  health  were  investigated  and 
followed  up. 
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HOUSING  AND  BUILDING  DEVELOPMENT 


During  the  year,  the  Council  completed  79  houses  and  16 
were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Private  enter- 
prise was  responsible  for  the  erection  of  38  new  dwellings  with 
13  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Since  the  1st  of 
April,  1945,  the  Council  have  erected  613  dwellings  and  private 
enterprise  223. 

All  new  building  work  in  the  district  is  inspected  regularly 
during  construction.  A total  of  484  inspections  were  made  for 
this  purpose. 

128  visits  were  made  chiefly  on  the  site  to  give  advice  to 
individuals  proposing  to  carry  out  works  which  required  byelaw 
and/or  planning  approval  and  the  submission  of  plans. 


Details  of  plans  dealt  with  during  the  year  together  with 
comparative  figures  for  1955  are  as  follows: — 

TABLE  OF  PLANS  RECEIVED  AND  DEALT  WITH  UNDER 
THE  BYELAWS  AND  TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING 


ACTS  AND  ORDERS 

1955  1956 


Type  of  Building 

Plans 

Buildings 

Plans 

Buildings 

1. 

Council  Houses  (including  outline) 

4 

80 

2 

24 

2, 

Private  Houses  applications 

114 

214 

76 

83 

3. 

Additions  and  alterations  to  houses 

93 

96 

91 

92 

4. 

Conversions  to  houses 

4 

6 

— 

— 

5. 

Farm  Buildings 

19 

20 

10 

10 

6. 

Factories,  including  alterations  and 

additions 

10 

16 

8 

8 

7. 

Temporary  Buildings  & Moveable 

Dwellings 

7 

7 

11 

— 

8. 

Licensed  Premises,  including 

alterations  & additions 

9 

9 

6 

6 

9. 

Shops,  including  additions  and 

alterations 

6 

6 

2 

2 

10. 

Petrol  Stations  and  Garages 

7 

7 

7 

7 

11 

Local  Authority  (Bus’  shelters. 

Sewers,  Water  Schemes,  Schools,  etc.) 

18 

18 

9 

9 

12. 

Statutory  Undertakers  ; 

(Electricity  Boards,  etc.) 

28 

29 

5 

5 

13. 

Private  Garages  ' 

23 

23 

18 

18 

14. 

.-Xdvertisements  ' 

10 

10 

9 

— 

15. 

Public  Halls  & Buildings 

alterations  & additions 

5 

’ i 

5 

1 

1 

Total 

357 

546  ! 

255 

265 
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SMALL  DWELLINGS  ACQUISITION  ACTS 
1899  — 1949 

The  Council  administer  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts  in 
their  District.  During  the  year  16  cases  were  dealt  with,  surveys 
and  valuations  carried  out,  and  in  9 cases  advances  were  made 
and  7 applications  refused.  The  total  sum  advanced  was  £6,850. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS— HOUSING  ACTS  1949/1952 

42  applications  for  improvement  grant  for  45  dwellings  were 
received  and  dealt  with  during  the  year.  All  were  approved  as 


follows: — 

CHEW  MAGNA  2 

CHEW  STOKE  4 

CHILCOMPTON  4 

CLUTTON  3 

COMPTON  MARTIN  3 

EAST  HARPTREE  2 

FARRINGTON  GURNEY  ...  2 

HIGH  LITTLETON  2 

LITTON  1 

PAULTON  1 

PUBLOW  7 

STANTON  DREW  2 

STON  EASTON  1 

STOWEY  SUTTON  2 

TIMSBURY  8 

UBLEY  1 


The  financial  details  of  these  are  as  follows: — 

1.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Improvement 


Grants  have  been  approved  ...  ...  ...  45 

2.  Number  of  such  dwellings  owner /occupied  ...  ...  27 

3.  Number  of  such  dwellings  occupied  by  tenants  ...  18 

4.  Total  of  “approved  expenditure”  ...  ...  £34,854 

(average  per  dwelling  of  £774) 

5.  Total  of  approved  Grants  ...  ...  ...  £12,910 

6.  Average  Grant  per  dwelling  ...  ...  ...  £287 

7.  Total  expenditure  to  be  incurred  by  owners  in  respect 

of  repairs,  improvements  and  professional  fees  ...  £21,944 

8.  Average  expenditure  to  be  incurred  by  owners  £487 


(as  compared  with  average  grant  of  £287  per  dwelling) 

9.  Average  rent  fixed  per  dwelling  £56.  4.  Od.  per  annum 
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HOISING  RliRAL  WORKERS  ACTS  1926-42 


16  Premises  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  the  appro- 
priate certificates  rendered  to  the  Somerset  County  Council  for 
tlie  purpose  of  the  Acts. 

HOUSING 

Statistical  information  on  the  present  situation  in  the  district 
is  as  follows: — 

1.  Potal  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  district  5,564 

2.  Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  owned  by  the 

Council  (excluding  40  prefabs)  ...  ...  ...  1,163 

3.  Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

within  the  meaning  of  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act  1954,  and  suitable  for  action  under 
Section  11  or  Section  25  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  583 

4.  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  necessary  for 

securing  the  demolition  of  all  the  houses  above  (3)  15 

5.  Number  of  houses  in  clearance  areas  and  already 

covered  by  operative  clearance  orders  ...  ...  374 

6.  Number  of  houses  under  (3)  to  be  demolished  in  the 

first  five  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  200 

7.  Number  of  houses  demolished  under  Section  1 1 of  the 

Housing  Act  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

8.  Number  of  Houses  declared  unfit  under  Section  9 of  the 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Act  1954  ...  ...  18 

9.  Number  of  Houses  closed  as  a result  of  an  undertaking 

given  by  the  owners  or  an  order  unde/. the  Act  ...  21 

10.  Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  ...  36 

11.  The  number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was 
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674 


RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council  employ  one  full-time  Rodent  Operator  and  the 
standard  of  control  is  high.  The  survey  and  treatment  of  farms 
is  carried  out  by  the  Council. 

A systematic  survey  of  the  district,  Parish  by  Parish,  has 
continued.  Every  house,  business  premises  and  farm  is  surveyed 
and  by  using  this  method  it  is  found  that  the  whole  district  is 
covered  in  approximately  18  months,  and  the  process  is  then  re- 
peated. On  the  receipt  of  reports  of  householders,  treatments  are 
carried  out  anywhere  in  the  district,  and  the  normal  procedure  is 
for  a week’s  survey  to  be  followed  by  a week’s  treatment. 

Local  Authority  sewage  works,  sewers  and  refuse  tips  are 
controlled  and  treated  in  accordance  with  Ministry  requirements. 

Statistical  details  are  as  follows: — 

Total  number  of  visits  made  in  the  year  ...  ...  ...  2,140 

Number  of  notifications  received  of  infestations  from 

householders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  235 


20 


Tt" 

n 


^ to 

CO 


o 

c<? 


lO  o 

CO  to 
CM  CT) 


CD  CO 
^ r^ 
CO 


.A  Ai 

■y:  O 

O £ 

c = 


CM 
CM  CO 


CO 

CM 


CT) 


« 5 


CM  to 
CO 
CO 


— ^ CO  ^ CO 
CD 
CM 


CO 

CO 

CO 


uO  CM 
^ CO 


CM 


I i 


CM 

CO 


o 

CD  o 
•-  > 


D :z:  •= 


y- 


d T3 

•D 

o 2 
p _c 

' ° t 

O 


GOOD 

c3  .S  03  .5 


T3 

V 

c3 

QJ 

t-i 


21 


ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES 

Total  number  of  nuisance  investigated  during  the  year  194 
Total  number  abated  as  a result  of  informal  action  by  Public 


Health  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

Details  of  nuisances  as  follows: — 

Verminous  and/or  filthy  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Animals  or  fowls  kept  in  such  a state  as  to  be  a nuisance.  10 
Accumulation  of  filth  or  refuse 

Ponds,  ditches  or  watercourses  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Defective  dustbins  or  closet  pans  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Drainage  nuisances  as  in  Drainage  Section  preceding  ...  139 


DISINFECTION  AFTER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Seven  Investigations  were  carried  out  after  cases  of  infectious 
disease  had  been  reported.  Disinfection  was  carried  out  where 
requested. 

MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

There  is  one  site  in  the  District  licensed  for  caravans  and 
camps  at  Farmborough.  It  is  for  use  from  April  to  September 
every  year  only. 

Ten  sites  are  licensed  for  the  use  of  a single  moveable  dwelling, 
and  these  are  on  an  annual  basis,  renewable  on  application,  subject 
to  the  compliance  of  the  applicant  with  standard  conditions  re- 
garding Water  Supply,  Drainage  and  Refuse  Disposal  and 
Ancillary  Buildings.  Fourteen  Inspections  were  made  of  movable 
dwelling  sites  during  the  year. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  following  premises  in  which  food  is  prepared  or  sold 


are  registered  and  regularly  inspected: — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Butcher  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Fish  and  Chips  Shops  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  5 

Milk — No.  of  registered  Distributors  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  registered  Dairy  Premises  other  than 

Dairy  Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  licensed  dairies  Designated  milk  ...  8 

Number  of  premises  licensed  Sec.  16  F.  & D.  Act  1955  10 

Shops  selling  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Cafes  and  Guest  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Shops  selling  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 
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All  ice  creaiu  sold  in  the  District  from  prem’ses  licensed  l)v 
the  Council  is  pre-packed.  No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the 
District. 

Inspections. 

'I'he  systematic  inspection  and  improvement  of  Food  Premises 
in  the  District  is  not  proceeding  as  quickly  as  one  would  like,  llie 
demands  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Service  have  seriously  limited  the 
time  available  for  the  inspection  ot  Food  Premises. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  and  MEAT  INSPECTION 

File  number  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  is: — 

Bishop  Sutton — One  (wholesale) 

Chew  Magna — Two  (for  own  use  only) 

High  Littleton — One  (for  own  use  only) 

Norton  Malreward — One  (wholesale) 

I'emple  Cloud- — One  (for  own  use  only) 

West  Harptree — One  (for  own  use  only). 

During  the  year  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
carcases  inspected  rose  by  no  less  than  41  per  cent,  over  the  1955 
figure  to  a total  of  28,479.  This  further  increased  the  hours  of 
slaughtering  and  inspection  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  con- 
sidered advisable  to  appoint  an  Inspector  primarily  for  meat 
inspection  when  a change  in  staff  became  necessary  following  Mr. 
Blandamers  resignation.  The  position  had  improved  slightly  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  but  in  a scattered  Rural  Area  some  official 
control  over  slaughtering  hours  would  appear  to  be  necessary  if  a 
complete  Inspection  Service  is  to  be  maintained  at  all  times.  In 
this  respect  all  that  is  required  is  that  the  Government  shall  make 
Meat  Inspection  a statutory  duty  upon  the  Local  Authority  with 
powers  to  regulate  time  and  place  of  slaughtering. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  from  the  summary  of  carcases  inspected 
that  the  j>ercentages  of  animals  unaffected  with  disease  show  an 
appreciable  decrease  in  every  class  as  compared  with  1955. 

Disposal  of  Condemned  Meat. 

It  is  inevitable  in  a Rural  District  that  large  amounts  of  meat 
being  condemned  and  removed  from  the  District  for  disposal  that 
doubts  arise  as  to  its  ultimate  disposal.  The  compulsory  staining 
of  all  condemned  meat  is  in  the  opinion  of  your  Public  Health 
Inspectors  an  urgent  necessity. 
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Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  during  the  year: 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1937 

Xuinher  of  factories  in  the  District 
Distrilnited  as  follows:- 


CAMET.EV  4 

CHEW  MACxNA  7 

CHFAV  STOKE  5 

CH I ECOM  PEON  4 

CEl  T'l'ON  5 

COMPl'ON  MARTIN  2 

EAST  HARP'TREE  2 

FARMROROl^GH  4 

FARRING’ION  GURNEY  3 

HIGH  El'T'TEEl’ON  5 

path;  TON  8 

PT'BLOW  3 

S'TON  EASTON  3 

STOWEV  SU'Tl'ON  3 

TIMSBURY  5 

I 'BLEY  3 

WES4  HARIM'REE  3 
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The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  under  the  provisions 
of  the  above  Act  during  the  year  was  21. 

Two  Contraventions  of  the  Act  were  found. 

The  statistical  information  is  as  follows: — 


No. 

on  Register 

Inspections 

1.  Factories  in  which  Section 

- 

1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

17 

3 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  1 in 
which  Sect.  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

52 

18 

Defects  found-  Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

3Vant  of  Cleanliness  1 

1 

by  H.M.  Insp. 
Yes 

Sanitarv  conveniences 
d))  I 'nsuitable  or 

defpctive  1 

1 

Yes 

2 

2 

Outworkers 

Numbers  of  outworkers  in  August  List — Section  110  (1),  (c) 
Wearing  apparel  ("Making)  ...  ...  7 

2.3 


PUBLIC  SCAVENGING 


The  whole  of  your  District  is  covered  by  the  scavenging 
scheme  carried  out  under  contract  by  the  British  Transport 
Commission. 

The  collection  is  a kerb  side  one  carried  out  weekly,  and 
complaints  are  very  few  in  number.  Tips  are  adequately  controlled 
against  vermin  and  fly  breeding. 


PETROL  AND  CARBIDE 

On  31st  December,  1956,  the  amount  of  petrol  stored  under 
licence  had  increased  to  105,500  gallons  in  83  installations. 

36  Retail  Filling  Stations. 

47  Private  installations. 

The  amount  of  carbide  stored  under  licence  was  20,000  lbs. 


In  conclusion  I should  like  to  thank  all  the  staff  of  the 
Department  both  inside  and  outside  for  their  co-operation  and 
hardwork. 

During  the  year,  Mr.  R.  J.  Blandamer  resigned  and  Mr.  W. 
Kerley  joined  the  staff  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  (full 
time).  Mr.  J.  Shail,  clerk  in  the  Health  Department  for  11  years, 
resigned  in  December  1956  to  take  up  an  appointment  with  Bristol 
Corporation. 

May  I also  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Members  of  the 
Council,  Mr.  Barwick,  Dr.  Brew  and  all  other  Officers,  for  their 
continued  support  and  confidence. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  DRAKES. 
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